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RIG Report: Emergent Researchers 
2024-2025 
RIG Convenors:  

Judy Chandler, Niamh Hickey, Niamh Lafferty and Marie Beresford-Dey 

Overview: 

This year, the Emergent Researcher RIG had a very active year and successfully built upon the 
foundation that was re-established in 2023/2024. This included hosting a variety of events such 
as online webinars, writing blog posts that may be of interest to our RIG members as well as 
other BELMAS members, our first Writing Retreat which we are hoping will become a bi-annual 
event, and finally hosting our first live event at a BELMAS conference. 

The aim for this year was to continue to host events that are relevant and interesting to our 
existing members, but also to actively try to engage others who may be interested in becoming 
a BELMAS Emergent Researcher RIG member but have not yet joined us for an event. To do this, 
we expanded the media through which we were hosting events and the ways in which we were 
interacting with existing and potential members.  

Events Hosted 

The first event hosted this year was with guest speaker Dr. Beth Holmes who discussed her 
journey as an educational leadership researcher juggling the demands of completing a 
doctorate alongside family life. From our conversations with attendees last year, we knew that 
our RIG members enjoyed hearing about the experiences of others who are in a similar position 
to them. This was a very productive and supportive conversation about the challenges that can 
exist when managing research with other personal and professional demands which left 
participants feeling both hopeful and supported. 

This was followed by a new type of media for us Emergent Researcher co-convenors and this 
was a series of two blogs which discussed our collective experiences of navigating the research 
journey as PhD students and subsequently moving from early-career researchers to mid-career 
researchers. The first part of this series was written by Judy Chandler and Niamh Hickey and 
focussed on the identity development process that occurs during one's doctorate, drawing on 
the authors’ lived experiences. This was followed by a second blog written by Niamh Lafferty 
and Marie Beresford-Dey who spoke of their experiences of transitioning from early-career to 
mid-career researchers which chronologically followed on well from the first blog. After 
publishing and promoting our blogs, a number of participants from our previous events have 
also published blogs with BELMAS. 

In May, we then held our first online writing retreat which was a half day event for emergent 
educational leadership researchers to come together and carve out the time to progress a 
piece of writing that they are currently working on. This was a very supportive space in which 
writing tips provided by the co-convenors and participants were shared with one another as 
well as having space to write and time dedicated to making a writing plan for the coming 
months to set participants up for their upcoming writing sessions.  
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Our final event of the year was our first in-person event which was at the BELMAS Annual 
Conference in Brighton in July. This was a wonderful opportunity to meet some of our RIG 
members who had been attending our online events in person and to continue developing the 
sense of community that the co-convenors have been aiming to create. This session focussed 
on the topic of navigating your first conference. This comprised introductions and ice-breaker 
activities, sharing research topics and interests, sharing experiences and tips, as well as 
discussing and agreeing ways in which we could support one another throughout the 
conference.  

For more information on the events hosted this year, please see the table below: 

Date Where Format Title Speakers 
14/10/24 Online Webinar Keeping the Faith: 

Researching Educational 
Values and the Juggle of 
Completing a Doctorate 
Alongside Family Life 

Dr. Beth Holmes 
University of Derby 

04/04/25 
 

Online 
 

Blog The Long and Winding 
Road of an Educational 
Leadership Doctoral 
Journey 

Dr. Judy Chandler and Dr. Niamh 
Hickey 

04/04/25 
 

Online 
 

Blog Transitions From Early-
Career to Mid-Career 
Researcher 

Dr. Niamh Lafferty and Dr. Marie 
Beresford-Dey 

02/05/25 Online Writing 
Retreat 

Writing Spaces – an 
Emergent Researcher 
Online Writing Retreat 

N/A 

04/07/25 In-
Person 

Annual 
Conference 
RIG 
Session 

 ‘Navigating your first 
conference – experiences 
of preparing / presenting / 
networking’ 

Convenors 

 

Feedback 

This year, we were delighted to build on the events that we knew were working well and to 
expand our events to meet the emerging needs of our RIG members. We received feedback in 
relation to the online events that we hosted as well as the in-person event at the conference, all 
of which was very positive. Some examples include: 

“Dr Beth gave a heartfelt and extremely useful presentation. Her style was relaxed and engaging. The 
tale of her journey was inspiring and very helpful to those of us still on that journey. Her lack of slides 
made a very pleasant change and helped me to engage with her conversation style. Well done!” 

“It was an amazing event that allowed me to connect with others and learn from them about 
writing skills and how they could be best developed. As an emerging researcher, connecting 
with others can be powerful, as it allows you to be in a space where you do not feel alone. But 
most importantly, the diversity of the community can help you learn by sharing information 
about many amazing things, which could make a huge difference to someone like me.” 

“I really appreciated the warm and welcoming atmosphere in the group. Well-organized and 
inspiring! Looking forward to more meetings!” 
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Meetings:   

Planning meetings 

The co-convenors met several times throughout the year to plan and prepare RIG events and 
the blog articles. 

Annual Conference 

The co-convenors held a RIG session at the 2025 BELMAS conference entitled ‘Navigating your 
first conference – experiences of preparing / presenting / networking’. This session was well 
attended and RIG members from UK and international contexts who had also attended the 
online writing retreat were able to meet the co-convenors and other RIG members in person. 
The session was very well received. 

Lunchtime Sessions 

One lunchtime session was held featuring recent PhD graduate Dr Beth Holmes who presented 
on her doctoral research journey in a refreshing unplugged style without the use of slides. This 
made the session more intimate and lent itself well to conversation amongst the attendees. 

Blogs/ Podcasts: 

Two blog articles were published during the year, which formed a mini-series centred on two 
stages of Emergent Researcher life: the doctoral journey to completion; and from early career 
to mid-career research. 

MiE Contributions: 

None 

Aims and Objectives for next year: 

1. Continue to build the ER RIG community while providing a platform for sharing emergent 
research. 

2. Find additional ways to support members in a meaningful way, that will contribute to 
their personal and professional progress as emergent researchers. 

3. Work towards hosting an in-person event for ECR month in October 2026. 


