Emergent Researchers RIG Report
2025-26

RIG Convenors:

Judy Chandler, Niamh Hickey, Niamh Lafferty

Overview:

This past year, the Emergent Researcher RIG continued to see doctoral students and early
career researchers developing through various events and interactions. The writing cafes
continued this year, following their successful launch the previous year, and have become a
staple of the ER RIG calendar.

We are delighted to report that we achieved our aims of: continuing to build the ER RIG
community, while providing a platform for sharing emergent research; and finding additional
ways to support members in a meaningful way, that will contribute to their personal and
professional progress as emergent researchers. We had planned to run an in-person event
during ERC month in October, however feedback received around accessibility our
international membership led to us reconsidering this.

Meetings / Events hosted

Our events calendar began in ECR month with our now regular ‘Writing Spaces’ event, where
emergent educational leadership researchers meet together online to work on academic
writing. This session was attended by doctoral students at varying stages of their studies. The
event was an opportunity for mutual support and accountability for all who attended, during
time dedicated to progressing pieces of writing. The session closed with each participant
sharing their reflections on the writing time and setting themselves specific tasks in the weeks
and months that followed to keep themselves on track.

The second event of the year, also in ECR month, was co-hosted with the Leadership
Preparation and Development RIG. The session was entitled ‘Methodologies in Educational
Leadership: Opportunities and Challenges for Early-Career Researchers’. Professor Megan
Crawford and Dr Ella Grigoleit shared their experiences of opportunities and challenges when
choosing and engaging with various methodologies in educational leadership research. The two
speakers presented their approaches to navigating novel methodologies in the field of
educational leadership.

Another ‘Writing Spaces’ event followed, where emergent researchers progressed their
doctoral theses and also explored writing techniques to use when they were writing
independently. As with the previous writing sessions, attendees commented positively on their
experience and expressed a desire to continue to meet in this way throughout the remainder of
their doctoral study and later writing as an ECR.
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Prior to the BELMAS conference 2026, we held a session preparing emergent researchers for
their first experience as a conference delegate and / or presenter. The recorded session
included a selection of tips and suggestions for various aspects of preparing to attend and
present at conferences. Following the main presentation, all attendees engaged in a lively Q&A
session which contributed further to their preparation for conference.

The final event of the year was held in person during the BELMAS conference in Cardiff. All
emergent researchers presented their researcher and the group had a rich discussionon a
broad range of international research topics including: governance and school development
consultancy in Austria; educational reform in Bahrain; Instructional leadership in China; African
American male teacher recruitment in the US; multi academy trusts in England; and distributed
leadership in Chinese primary schools. The session was interactive and also served as a means

of establishing a support network for those presenting for the first time.

Date Where Format Title NLELCIS \
10/10/2025 Online Workshop = Writing Spaces —an N/A - Facilitated by co-
Emergent Researcher convenor Judy Chandler

Online Writing Retreat

14/10/2025 Online Webinar Methodologies in Megan Crawford and Ella
educational leadership: Grigoleit
opportunities and
challenges
for early career
researchers
10/10/2025 Online Workshop Writing Spaces —an N/A - Facilitated by co-
Emergent Researcher convenor Judy Chandler
Online Writing Retreat
12/06/2026 Online Webinar Preparing for Conference  ER RIG co-convenor and
emergent researchers
03/07/2026 In Round Emergent Research In Helen Angell
person Table Progress Hasan Abdulnabi
Kristina Braun
Xiaoting Guo
Michael Pile
Liu Yang

Feedback

Writing retreat:

This is the second writing retreat | have attended. They are such useful spaces, really
supportive in atmosphere, facilitated with care and structured so that you leave feeling you have
made progress and that you have a plan! | would love them to be more frequent!
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Preparing for conference:

This was enormously helpful for a first-time attendee and presenter. The host (please forgive
that |/ don't remember her name) gave resources, tips and shared experiences useful for
BELMAS or any other conference. It was a great opportunity to share and get ideas, not to
mention, being able to meet other attendees prior to the conference. This was great and I'm so
grateful.

Annual conference RIG event

For a first-time presenter this was especially helpful. The chair did a fantastic job of greeting us
and giving us all the information we needed to be prepared. It was also great to see her at my
presentation to provide support. Being able to share with other would-be presenters was also
needed and we connected once we arrived at the conference. | would recommend this RIG to
everyone.

Aims for 2026-2027

1. Continue to build the ER RIG community while providing a platform for sharing emergent
ELMA research.

2. Maintain momentum with writing support and development for current and prospective
RIG members.

3. Launch a potentially-recurring Emergent Research forum event within the next 12
months.
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