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Introduces BELMAS blog

Tips on writing a BELMAS
This Session: blog

A chance to draft a blog

&% BELMAS



Focus - Field of ELMA

Blog Guidelines - BELMAS

BELMAS BLOG

A quick summary

Related to RIGS
( Research Interest Groups — BELMAS)

800 words max
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https://www.belmas.org.uk/news/blog-guidelines/
https://www.belmas.org.uk/research-interest-groups/

Types of BELMAS Blog

% BELMAS e Shortreports or summaries of research

* Experiences as practitioners
* Reports on BELMAS events
* Opinion pieces

Blog GUidelines * Commentary on news and current fairs

* Response to other BELMAS articles

All blogs need to situated in the literature



Writing for a Globally Diverse Audience

Academic Originality,
Rigour, Significance

Authors and Readers:
Academic Research Community /

Scholarly Practitioner Research meets practice

Policy Influence
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Timeline and
Process

* Feedback to author is sent within 28
days of submission

* Two peer reviewers
Desk returns:

* Do not fit the scope

* Are a marketing piece


https://blogs.brighton.ac.uk/digitalliteracies/2016/07/01/managing-time/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Writing a BELMAS Blog

* Think about how you would try to engage with someone
who has no experience in you’re your field

* Askyourself the following questions:
Why is this important?
What do | need to explain?

How can | sustain their interest?

* Avoid jargon and keep it conversational
——— ‘ * Explain concepts or complexideas

* Provide references and links
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https://profslusos.blogspot.com/2013/06/um-questao-relevante.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

® BELMAS Take a Moment to Think....

How would you write your BELMAS Blog title?

Avoid Dull and Descriptive

How Does Reflective Practice Support and Develop Senior Leaders?

Be Provocative, Engage and Create Curiosity

Why Do So Many Educational Leaders Struggle to Find Time for
Reflection?

Why We Urgently Need Educational Leadership for Sustainability
Rethinking Al in Education a Call for Purpose-Driven Adoption

Nurturing Harmony: Ethical leadership and the Future of Learning Cities

The Confidence Paradox: Why Leadership Growth Through Racial
Consciousness Feels Like Regression




. 1.The Lead
Planning Your Blog Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?

't paragraph introducing the most important information first.
Catchy Title \catch the reader’s attention. May include a provocative quote

. : question.
* A provocation, quote or question

The Lead 2.The Body

* Introduce the tOpiC Youra,gumento,stofy

This is the main bulk of your blog post.
Includes further details, evidence, quotes,
or photos. Supports, disputes or expands
the topic.

* Your hook
* Achance to set the scene —the What? Who? Where? When? Why? How?
The Body

* Your argument

* Divide itinto sections with sub-headings

3.TheTail

* Building your evidence - locate in the literature Less Essential
The Tail Information

This can include a call to
* So what? action, related focts,

additional

* Yourcallto.... The field? Policy makers? ..... COmMents.

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘



Let's Write a Blog

* Establish your positionality
* Whyis X a problem?

 Summarise your argumentin
one sentence

* What’s the hook?

* Create your lead paragraph -
short

g % % British Educational Leadership, Manogement and Administration Society



Building the Body

2.The Body
Your argument or story
This is the main bulk of your blog post. * |dentify 3-4 points to tell your story / build your argument
Includes further details, evidence, quotes,

or photos. Supports, disputes or expands - .
the topic. * Have a go at writing a section

* Create sub-headings that tell your story / build your argument
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3.TheTail
Less Essential

Information
This can include a call to
action, refated focts,

The Tail

What is your so what?

 Whatis your call?

additional e Who to?

comments. « What is it you want to change?
* When?
e How?
Write your Tail...
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Top 5
Comments
on

Reviewer
Feedback
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Authors are frequently asked to:

* Lead with a provocation — a question, a statistic,
problem of anecdote

* End with a clear call for change - 'the so what'

* Situate the blog in the literature and use consistent
referencing style

* Adhere to the word count and ensure itis succinct

* Use short, signposting sub-headings to improve
readability and guide the reader through the argument



What Do Great Blogs Do?

Inform the conversation and
move it on

Make us think and feel

Create a stage for all
regardless of nation size

Contribute to knowledge

Succinct, coherent and
located in the literatures



Next Step & BELMAS

* Finish your blog!
* Send it to us at blog@belmas.org.uk

Blog




Al Usage Disclosure Policy

% BELMAS

Blog Guidelines

Authors are fully responsible for the accuracy,
integrity, and originality of their blog posts, including
any Al-assisted content.

Al may be used for drafting and editing but not for
content creation, and its use must align with the
BELMAS blog’s mission and publishing values,
ensuring quality, integrity, and trust.

Any use of Al must be transparently acknowledged
within the submission, and the editorial team
reserves the right to request revisions or
clarifications

Blog Guidelines - BELMAS



https://www.belmas.org.uk/news/blog-guidelines/
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