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Social Theory in the Field of ELMA RIG 
Report 2025 - 2026 
Overview: 

Events hosted 

Date Where Format Title Speakers 
3 July 
2026 

In person Seminar RIG Launch Event Janet Hetherington, Karen Healey, 
Claire Goodley, Nidal Al Haj-
Sleiman 

 

Feedback  

Our launch meeting was held at BELMAS Conference 2026 on the first day at midday.  We were 
pleased to see 15 attendees.  The purpose of the meeting was to launch introduce the 
convenors; set out the aims of the RIG and explore how these could be delivered.  

Each co-conveners introduced themselves and their areas of theoretical engagements and 
interests.  Participants were enthusiastic about the RIG’s core idea and aims and contributed to 
a set of suggestions that offered a strategic structure for the RIG.  With each theorist we would 
offer: 

-  a workshop to explore the concepts;  
- a shared reading activity 
- webinar to showcase theorist, focus concepts and how used by the researcher / scholar 

Sitting alongside this we would develop a blog series that would showcase ‘thinking with theory’ 
which will be launched one of the Special Issue calls for the BELMAS Blog (December 2026) 

Planning Meetings 

Convenor Meetings took place across the year, and covered a variety of different research 
topics: 

First meeting: 7 January 2026  
 
Meeting was joined by all co-conveners: Karen Healey, Janet Hetherington, Nidal Al Haj 
Sleiman and Amal Alsaleh (former co-convener).  
 
In this meeting, the co-conveners discussed the main objectives and priorities of the RIG, the 
RIG’s description on the website and the plan of action moving forward.  
 
Second meeting: 21 April 2026 
 
The meeting took place online, and was attended by Karen Healey, Nidal Al Haj Sleiman, 
Janet Hetherington and Claire Goodley.  
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The team welcomed Claire Goodley as a new co-convener and expressed appreciation to 
Amal’s contribution to the initial development of the RIG. Amal decided she can no longer be 
a part of the RIG due to personal matters.  
Meeting focused on developing the agenda for our RIG launch, the RIG’s page on the Belmas 
website and outlining most important priorities and events for the rest of the year.  
 
 
Third meeting: 20 August 2026 
 
This meeting was attended by all co-conveners: Karen Healey, Nidal Al Haj Sleiman, Janet 
Hetherington and Claire Goodley.  
Meeting discussion focused on the following points:  
 
Blog: the co-conveners finalised the editing of the first RIG blog and submitted to Belmas 
Blog editors.  
 
Events: the co-conveners discussed the events agenda for the following year and set dates 
and tasks for the workshops, webinars and reading groups, as well as the strategy of member 
engagement in RIG events.  
 
Members contributions: in response to participants’ (members) requests on the RIG launch 
event, conveners decided to invite members to contribute to a Belmas Conference 
Symposium and a special issue of Belmas Blog.  
 
Spending 500: As a new RIG, we have no immediate need now to spend the £500. Therefore, 
we will submit a request for approval of rolling over the £500 for the following year to support 
establishing RIG and members engagement  through the programme of activities and 
BELMAS Conference 2027 with a spending plan for approval  
 
 

 

Blogs/ Podcasts: 

Blog submitted to BELMAS Blog   

‘Are we focusing on the map without taking in the view: Why Educational Leadership Needs 
Social Theory’ co-authored by convenors 

We are seeking to publish this to launch a call for a Blog special issue (call to be sent out on 
social media and newsletter December 2026) celebrating thinking with social theory in 
research in the field in the pursuit of justice 

 

Aims and Objectives for next year: 

To create a programme of activity based on structure developed with members in the launch 
event. 

Programme 1:  Bourdieu 

Activity Date Lead 



 

BRITISH EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP, MANAGEMENT & EDUCATION P a g e  | 3 

 

 

Workshop on exploring 
thinking tools of Bourdieu’s 
field theory with focus on 
field, habitus, capital, doxa, 
misrecognition and symbolic 
violence 

Thursday 26 November 2026 
2pm -3.30pm UK time 

Karen Healey 

Reading group with focus on 
(TBC)  - 2 dates to discuss 
reading  

Thursday 10th December 2.00 
– 3.00  and  March 2027 (Date 
TBC) 
 

Karen Healey 

Webinar – two researchers 
thinking with Bourdieu (Janet 
Hetherington (UK) and Ronni 
Larsen (Denmark) 

December Janet Hetherington 

 

Opportunity to extend with webinars to showcase work of members and others thinking with 
Bourdieu (January-March) dependent on feedback from workshops and reading group. 

Note: certificate of attendance to be emailed to each attendee of Workshop and Reading group 

 

Programme 2:  Said 

Activity Date Lead 
Workshop to explore Said’s 
theory and key concepts: 
Orientalism, social 
construction, othering, 
mutuality, cultural exchange, 
travelling theory 

27 January 2027 200-3:30 pm Nidal 

Reading group to be focused 
on Said’ scholarship 

25 February 2027 2:00 - 3:30 
pm- April (Date to be 
confirmed) 

Nidal 

Webinar linking Said’s theory 
to decolonial thinking in 
educational leadership 
studies.  

May (Date to be confirmed) Nidal and another 
researcher (TBC) 

 

Symposium submission to BELMAS Conference 2027 

1st  September 2026 Call sent out to RIG members to invite 
abstracts for symposium submission 

Thursday 22nd October 2026 Deadline for abstracts summaries to 
convenors 

Thursday 29th October 2026 Convenors review abstracts and contact 
authors 

November 2026 Submit symposium abstracts to BELMAS 
2026 
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Belmas Blog Special Issue 

To be launched December 2026 with call for blogs including blogs arising from webinars. Blogs 
will be published once accepted but collected together into a special issue.  (being co-
ordinated with work on special Issues by Blog Editorial Team. 

 

 


